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possible good of this privilege was not more than equal to
the possible evil. It is, however, plain, that, whether they
gave any thing or not to the puhlick, they, at least, lost
something from themselves. They divested their dignity
of a very splendid distinction, and showed that they were
more willing than their predecessors to stand on a level
with their fellow-subjects.

The new mode of trying elections, if it be found effec-
tual, will diffuse its consequences further than seems yet
to be foreseen. It is, I believe, generally considered as
advantageous only to those who claim seats in parliament;
but, if to choose representatives be one of the most valu-
able rights of Englishmen, every voter must consider that
law as adding to his happiness, which makes his suffrage
efficacious; since it was vain to choose, while the election,
could be controlled by any other power.

With what imperious contempt of ancient rights, and
what audaciousness of arbitrary authority former parlia-
ments have judged the disputes about elections, it is not
necessary to relate. The claim of a candidate, and the
right of electors, are said scarcely to have been, even in
appearance, referred to conscience; but to have been de-
cided by party, by passion, by prejudice, or by frolick.
To have friends in the borough was of little use to him,
who wanted friends in the house; a pretence was easily
found to evade a majority, and the seat was, at last, his,
that was chosen, not by his electors, but his fellow-senators.

Thus the nation was insulted with a mock election, and
the parliament was filled with spurious representatives
one of the most important claims, that of right to sit in the
supreme council of the kingdom, was debated in jest, and
no man could be confident of success from the justice of
his cause.

A disputed election is now tried with the same scru-
pulousness and solemnity, as any other title. The candi-
date that has deserved well of his neighbours, may now be
certain of enjoying the effect of their approbation; and the